1941 BF12-65 Taylorcraft

N36468

Butterfly Fun Lines

“If the wind and the sun and the mountains over the horizon do not change, a year that we make up in our heads and on our paper calendars is nothing.  The farmhouse, there below.  How can I tell that it is a farmhouse of today and not a farmhouse of 1931? Or 1941?

There’s a modern car in the driveway.  That’s the only way I can tell the passing of time.  It isn’t the calendar makers who give us our time and our modern days, but the designers of automobiles and dishwashers and television sets and the current trends in fashion.  Without a new car, then, time stands still.  Find an old airplane and with a few pumps of prime and the swing of a shining propeller you can push time around as you will, mold it into a finer shape, give its features a more pleasant countenance.  An escape machine, this.  Climb into the cockpit and move the levers and turn the valves and start the engine and lift from the grass into the great unchanging ocean of air and you are master of your own time.”                                        Adapted From the Author of Biplane, Richard Bach
About the logo:

As a boy growing up in the mid 70’s I had many hours of passenger time in my Dad’s 1946 BC12D-1 N44376.  One thing I remember hearing the “oldtimers” say was that the pre-war models were light, like a butterfly.

On August 16, 2005 I made my first flight in N36468.  I kept telling myself “I’m flying a butterfly” to remind myself of the flight characteristics.  Upon landing, and while pushing it back into the hanger, a real live butterfly flew out of our hanger and circled around.  I like to think he approved of the landing!

Fun Lines refers to the spirit this aircraft is being maintained and flown in.  It harkens back to a simpler time in aviation.  It reminds us of the joy that was envisioned by C. G. Taylor when an aircraft such as this could be used, not as an implement of war, but for our own personal pleasure and fun.                        

History of N36468

10/18/41  -  Date of Manufacture.

10/20/41  -  First test flight by Al Barber for 1 hour.

10/22/41  -  Statement of Conformity by R. M. Carlson.

                    Weight 770 lbs. including extra equipment.

Chain of Owners and Location

10/24/41  -  Roy G. Lyon  -  Warren, Ohio

01/26/42  -  Frank Kaufman  -  St. Louis, Missouri

11/30/42  -  A. Scharff & L. K. Cassett  -  St. Louis, Missouri

01/28/44  -  L. K. Cassett  -  St. Louis, Missouri

05/20/44  -  Frank R. Schaner  -  Howell, Michigan

07/06/45  -  Dr. John D. Root  -  Jackson, Michigan

07/10/46  -  T. Cushman & N. Wooley  -  Manchester, Michigan

04/07/52  -  Charles W. Butcher  -  Clayton, Michigan

01/04/65  -  Howard S. Searcy  -  North Canton, Ohio

07/28/75  -  Jim Long  -  Canton, Ohio  (note:  at this time the Franklin engine    

                    was replaced with a Continental, and dual brakes were added.)

03/04/76  -  Timothy Meteney  -  Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania

06/30/76  -  Forrest & Gary Middleton  -  Alliance, Ohio


03/22/79  -  Forrest “Cy” Middleton  -  Alliance, Ohio

Aircraft was disassembled in October 1979 and restored by Dorothy and Cy Middleton, assisted by Bill Tanner and other employees of the Taylorcraft Company.  Work was completed on August 9, 1984.

10/16/98  -  W. Burton & A. Sickinger  -  New Philadelphia, Ohio

04/30/01  -  M. Ritenour  -  Somerdale, Ohio

08/21/02  -  Robert Henry  -  Scio, Ohio

08/04/05  -  David, Judy, & Louis Whitaker  -  Minerva, Ohio



  Slick Mags installed, no Cowl Bumps added!

