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     We at the Foundation have elected to do a newsletter three times per year or more depending upon the reception by the members. This publication will be sent electronically only unless some members wish it mailed to them. 

     Some members of the Taylorcraft Owner’s Club will find this feature desirable and can make special arrangements for this mailing.  

    This first issue will be a trail run to see how it all works for all the membership of both associations. 

HISTORY OF THE TAYLORCRAFT OWNER’S CLUB:

Founded 1973 

AND THE

TAYLORCRAFT FOUNDATION:

Founded 1998

      I always believe that the history of any project must be fully understood for the project to succeed. 

      The First Taylorcraft factory was in Alliance, Oh from July 7th, 1936 till the closing of the doors on Nov 8th, 1946.      

     After this bankruptcy action, the production of airplanes started up again in 1947 and stayed in Alliance for a short period of time. All this early Taylorcraft history is documented in a very wonderful book , “The Taylorcraft Story” by Chet Peek and available through many sources including the Foundation. All serious Taylorcraft Owners should have a copy of this book. Chet Peek donated all of his source material to the Foundation and it is preserved in our archives here in Alliance.  

     When you read the book and get up to the Feris era we find that Charles & Dorothy Feris bought he remains of the company from Univair and returned it to Alliance in 1967. There they started production of the F-19 Taylorcraft (basically a Model l9 with a 0-200 Cont. engine). 

      This prototype was first flown from the Barber Airport in 1972 with Test pilot Ken Luginbuhl at the controls. The airplanes continued to be built at a factory on Rockhill Ave. north of Alliance and trucked to the Barber Airport (2D1) for assembly. A short time later this process was continued at the Tri-City Airport (3G6) 7 miles east of Barber. Shortly after the death of Charlie Feris April l8th, 1976, exactly four years after the date of the test flight of the F-19 proto-type N3541T at Barber airport on April 18th, 1972, assembly was resumed at the Barber airport with Forrest Barber being used as a flight test DER along with Ken Luginbuhl, who had signed Forrest off to do this work along with being the Instructor that signed Forrest to take his Commercial check ride a few years previous. 

    In 1973, Al & Forrest Barber were contacted by Wayne Corzatt a minister from Indiana about having a Taylorcraft Fly-In and reunion at the Barber airport.

This year saw the founding of the Taylorcraft Owner’s Club with Corzatt as President. WE agreed to meet each two years for a Bi-Annual Fly-In.  As some remember, airplanes started showing up that NEXT year and we just

 had the 2nd Annual Taylorcraft Fly-In and Reunion. 

      Wayne did not return the next year and we elected a new President in 1973 and he failed to show up in 1974 and we elected “Pipe Major” Merton Meade Jr. to lead us for the next few years. Mert is still out there living and flying out of Leesburg, Va. 

   We are back in touch with Mert and he will be contributing many “ramblings” as he calls them of his years with the Taylorcraft tribe and other Great Flying Adventures. 

       Then along came good old Bruce “Barney” Bixler who has lead the group ever since doing an admirable job of publishing the newsletter and keeping the tribe together.  Bruce and his family; lovely wife Gardi, twins Julie & Josh and first son Jim have been pitching in for many years doing the newsletter and working each Fly-In in July. This is now third generation with Bruce & Gardi’s grandkids pitching in each year.

    Sometimes, Bruce & I, think it is like herding cats or pushing a worm across a table trying to keep things going.  It has been fun, it has to be!!

     Then that fateful day at Oshkosh, 

Under a shade tree behind the Vintage Cabin, WE formed the Taylorcraft Foundation. Bruce Bixler, Bob Ollerton, Forrest Barber and Doug Combs laid out the basic format. WE had the advantage of looking at the WACO Clubs, the Luscombe Foundation, the Swift Association and others for the correct way to do this thing. 

     We formed a non-profit 501 c 3 incorporated in the State of Ohio with a Board of Director’s that meet at the Annual Fly-In in July at Alliance, Oh.

Records show the actual Articles of Incorporation were signed on Oct. 7th, 1998, with Douglas B. Taylor as “Incorporator” Doug of course is a Grand-son of C.G. Taylor and serves on the Board of Director’s to this day. At  the first meeting of the Board, Forrest Barber was elected President and Statutory agent for the Foundation. 

     All records are in place at 13820 Union Ave NE, Alliance, Oh 44601 adjacent to the offices of Barber Aircraft

         This office area is leased to the Foundation by Barber Aircraft Inc.

    The next meeting of the Board was at the Taylorcraft Fly-in on July 7th, 1999.

    It is ironic how these dates work out each year.  For you history buffs, we find that the First Taylorcraft (Old#1) actually ser#25, first came to Alliance on July 7th, 1936, Al Barber Went West on July 7th, 1976 and of course we tried to Fly over the factory last year on July 7th, 2006 with the same Model A ser#25.  DID IT the next day, July 8th with the Ser# 27 E-2 Taylor-Cub right beside me flying Old #1  with Scott Taylor at the controls of the E-2. 

     We did do the Fly-by on the 7th with the B Models instead , I lead the procession with Don & Betty Claude 2nd and Bruce & Jim Bixler 3rd, filming the whole thing.  Many other Taylorcrafts were strung out behind us.                                                      

The Gilberti STC now called Harer STC:

Briefly, we must review the linage of the Taylorcraft side-by side or B Models:

    First of course was the Model A,

then came the Type Certificate #696:

for the first Model “B” :

    Model BC , 8-24-38 , 50 hp, Gross Wt. 1100 lbs.

     Model BC-65, 7-22-39, 65 hp, Gross Wt.1100 lbs.,ser# 1407 & up at 1150 lbs. 

    BC12-65 , 4-7-41, 65 hp, Gross Wt. 1200 lbs.,  added elevator trim & 15 rib wing. 

    BC12-D , 11-23-46, 65 hp, Gross Wt. 1200 lbs., numerous changes.

    BC12-D1 , 9-10-46. 65 hp,Gross Wt. 1200 lbs. Known as “Ace”

    BC12D-85 , 9-30-48, 85 hp, Gross Wt. 1280 lbs.  Ser# 12001 & up

    BC12D-4-85 , 7-13-49, 85 hp, Gross Wt. 1280 lbs., ser# 4-13010 and up

    All of the above are on the 696 TC.,with Continental engines ;  the B models with Lycoming engine & Franklin engines are ATC 699 & 700.  

     Jack Gilberti was Chief Engineer at Taylorcraft in Conway, Pa. working for Ben Mauro in the late 40’s and 50’s. At one point in time, BC12D Taylorcrafts were bought back by the factory and “remanufactured” and sold with updated ( new -different)  ser#’s . 

     The BC12D, BC12D-85 and BC12-D-4-85 were among the ships produced by the factory from ships bought back and “remanufactured”.   Records are spotty, but these ships were completely redone at the factory.  We owned N5109M one of these ships; she was painted like a Model l9 but was indeed a BC12D, 65 hp & 1200 lb. Gross Wt.       

     Out in the field, owners wanted the factory “approved data” to upgrade their respective ships to a higher level, either hp or Gross wt. or both.  The original Gilberti STC was developed by Jack for this purpose. He had not been with Taylorcraft in Alliance, Oh. 

     Interviews with Jack now tell us that he never intended to have the early “B” Models with 1150 Gross wt and 13 rib wings made eligible to jump directly to the 1280 or 1500 lb gross.

     IF the early ”B” is modified to upgrade it to the 1200 lb Gross of the BC-12, BF-12 or BL-12 of 1941 , THEN the STC can be applied. 

     SOME copies of the STC out in the field have a penciled notation that it applies to “All “B” models. An interview with Bob Harer last month confirmed all this information. He is now explaining to any inquiries that the early “B” with 1150 Gross is not eligible as intended by Jack Gilberti or himself. 

      The STC is now issued to specific ser# airplanes. I will be having a sit down meeting with Jack in March. I wanted to get this initial explanation out as soon as possible. This confusion came to our attention at the Foundation last April and a court case has come to our attention.  I will get an opinion letter from both Gilberti & Harer and have it available for the next newsletter from the Foundation. 

      This STC is now the Harer STC owned by Bob Harer, Jersey Shore , Pa. Bob worked for Taylorcraft at Lock Haven and is a wealth of knowledge. From our web site:  

“Re the Harer STC”

     This consists of a total of 30+ drawings (B,C and D size) and several sheets of documentation. There are varying mods that need to be made depending on what Model you start from including wing spar, spar fittings, fuselage wing fittings, boxed in baggage compartment, installation of etectrical system, ( AF & engine) , fuel system (24 gallons) & associated plumbing, longer engine mount, (-4-85/ Model l9). 

      No hardware is supplied with the STC so you have to buy or manufacture the required parts. A few of the parts are readily available such as the model l9 engine mount from Univair. Contact below.

     Charles R. Harer, 105 Valley View Drive , Jersey Shore, PA 17740 .  (570) 398- 1364 .   

I will continue to send out more technical information via this medium on a timely basis.  WE are keeping informed of the situation in Texas with the Taylorcraft Factory and its present situation.  No real comment at this time. YES the whole thing may be for sale. I have the contact numbers & people to talk to for anyone interested.

     I am still ready to go to Sun-N-Fun, hope not more emergencies happen here in Alliance. I have been flying the B model on skis and really ahving a bad winter, weather wise. I am sure you are all keeping up with this information on the discussion group & the web site. 

For now I will sign off,

                          bye From Forrest  

----------------------------------   

Below is the latest Foundation modified   NEW MEMBER letter :
Taylorcraft Foundation, Inc.
13820 Union Ave. NE

Alliance, Ohio 44601

               FEB 24TH, 2007
              Dues now $15.00 per year, application on the website 

“To preserve the history and technical information of the Taylorcraft airplanes” 
      I want to thank you for joining or renewing with the Taylorcraft Foundation; we are now up to over  784 members. I  will be available three days out of the week usually Tues,Wed and Thurs afternoons to answer questions and attempt to find parts. We have flat file drawers with drawings set up in the other room, we put them back into a usable order for copying and use by the members of the Foundation. 
    Remember the Foundation is in addition to the Taylorcraft Owner’s Club; funded separately for audit purpose since we are now a 501(C)(3), non-profit, tax exempt organization.     The Director’s of the Foundation are Forrest Barber, Bruce Bixler, Doug Taylor, Duke Iden, Bob Ollerton, and Tom Pittman .  
     Please use our web site www.taylorcraft.org   and all of its areas before asking questions that may already be on the site.  We have a FAQ area that has most answers on it now. Watch our web site for “factory news” and check out  www.taylorcraft.com  for news directly from the  factory. The  list server is at http://vb.taylorcraft.org   Also we have a GREAT picture gallery,  check it out. For all this internet usage WE give  thanks to Bob Ollerton, Ruth & Tucker.  Dues are payable in Dec. each year.  WE now accept Pay-Pal
      Always use your Taylorcraft Foundation member # in the message header for faster service.  Soon we will have our own newsletter in addition to the TOC newsletter. WE intend to do three a year & the TOC  three a year for a total of six.  The dues structure will even out at  $15.00 per year  or a Total of $30.00 for both the Taylorcraft Foundation & the Taylorcraft Owner’s Club. All this was voted on at the July  meeting of the Board of Director’s. 

    WE do about 45 messages a day and only work three afternoons per week.                                                                                          
  Forrest A. Barber, Executive Director  

   Laura Gatrell , Executive Secretary 
