Taylorcraft Foundation News Summer 2006 by Forrest Barber  6-19-06
     Bruce has mentioned the death of Bob Taylor on the cover sheet & I promised to give more information on my page , The best way is to use a portion of the obituary from the local paper.

    The morning of the Memorial service, “Duke” Iden & I flew my BC12D into the Beight Farm

 ( Doug & Kathy’s airport), we first circled the former factory here in Alliance then direct to New Middletown, Oh.  Duke & I chatted the whole way about Taylorcraft’s & his flying experiences. Remember Duke is 92 now and “quit” flying in 1950.  WHAT a GREAT trip.  WE attended the service. Viewed a 21 gun Salute from the Honor Guard from the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base & got to visit with the many friends & family at the memorial.  There was a cremation, internment to be later on. 

           Robert H. Taylor        modified obit from the Alliance Review:
Born  March 18,1922, in Rochester, N.Y son of C.G. and Josephine(Woodward) Taylor.

     Robert was a career Air Force pilot and flying was his life. He flew missions in World War II, flying B-24s. He flew the last b-29 out of Korea and he flew the Caribou aircraft in Vietnam, earning the Distinguished Flying Cross. He retired from the Air Force as a lieutenant colonel.

     Mr. Taylor spent his entire life around aviation. His father developed and designed the Taylorcraft airplane; more than 14,000 were made. Mr. Taylor was also involved in the Mercury space program and signed the final go for the astronauts.
     He was a graduate of Alliance High School and earned a bachelor’s degree in engineering from Case Western Reserve University in Ohio.    Besides his wife, the former Mignon Beight, whom he married Aug. 16, 1945, he leaves three sons, attorney Douglas (Kathy) with whom he made his home, Scott in New Carlisle, Ohio, and Robert of Hubert Heights; a daughter, Sondra of Wichita, Kansas; a foster daughter, Ann Schiller-Cook; a brother, Bruce; two sisters, Bonnie Spangenbert and Carol Sharp; four grandchildren, Ashleigh Taylor-Noel, Stephanie Taylor-Caldwell, Stephen Taylor and Daniel Taylor; and great-grandchild, Ashton Noel.   A  sister, Thelma Bryan, is deceased.
The family requests material contributions take the form of donations to the Taylorcraft Foundation at Barber Airport, 13820 Union Ave. N.E., Alliance, or to the Beight Farm to benefit youth. (6-5-06)
     There is a memorial tribute to Bob on the web discussion  forumn    vb.taylorcraft.org   

      During the Taylorcraft Fly-In and Reunion at Barber Airport (2D1) on July 7th, 8th & 9th. We will have a memorial missing man formation for Bob .   Still working on time , probably Sat afternoon.

      THIS year at Alliance we will have special fly bys of the Factory on July 7th , the 70th year since the Model A flew into Alliance.  We will also remember Al Barber who went west on Juy 7th , 1976.  There will be many things to see and observe at this fly-in.   Duke will have the Old-Timers out in full force, we need many volunteers to help move their stuff out to the airport on Thurs…   Come early stay late is our  motto  this year…  Many parts will be sold of this year during  the inventory reduction. 

    AirVenture update ,  Bruce & I will be in the Type Club Tent again this year ( I swore not to go back again, but the politics seemed to have tamed down).  Taylorcraft Row , maybe!

      Steve & Sharon Krog and their gang are coming through Alliance this evening going to Lock Haven,  Ted Miller is here now in the Stearman,   E-2’s & J-2’s tomorrow.  I am going over in the BC12D on Thurs..   We have had two events here so far this year.  Rain WAS a big problem, over now.    Still way behind on getting stuff done.    Factory  is out of communication,  no report on Columbia except on the web discussion.  I WILL be posting to the web about OSH & more on the Fly-in Reunion here….keep tuned        Get Motel rooms IF you want them, they are about out!!!

                                 Forrest 

        Over and out   Forrest A Barber , Executive Director , Taylorcraft Foundation

