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TELEDYNE CONTINENTAL ®  AIRCRAFT ENGINE

SERVICE INFORMATION LETTER
Contains Useful Information Pertaining To Your Aircraft Engine

Reason For
   Revision : Correction to engine / spark plug application Table 2 and 3.

SUBJECT:  CURRENTLY ACTIVE APPROVED SPARK PLUG APPLICATION

PURPOSE: Provide listing of currently approved spark plugs for TCM Engines

COMPLIANCE: As Required when replacing spark plugs.

MODELS
AFFECTED: ALL

GENERAL INFORMATION:

The following Tables number 1, 2, 3 , and 4 list the most commonly used spark plugs by engine model.  Additional
listings of approved spark plugs may be found in the engine’s FAA Type Certificate Data Sheet and the spark plug
manufacturer’s data.

Refer to the spark plug manufacturer’s data for spark plug servicing information and required specialized tools.
Spark plugs must be removed, cleaned, inspected, gapped and position rotated every 100 hours.  Refer to Chart 1 for
spark plug rotation sequence.  Always install a new spark plug gasket when servicing spark plugs or installing new
spark plugs. Chart 2 provides spark plug electrode gap specifications using an alpha code referenced in Table 1, 2
and 3.

CAUTION: Failure to install a new spark plug gasket each time the spark plug (s) are installed may
result in incomplete sealing of the combustion chamber, loss of spark plug heat transfer,
spark plug over heating, possible pre-ignition / detonation and internal engine damage.

GENERAL INSTALLATION PROCEDURES:

In the event spark plug manufacturer’s instructions are not available the following procedure may be used.

1. Always install spark plugs with new copper gasket.
2. Sparingly apply anti-seize to the spark plug threads.  DO NOT APPLY ANTI-SEIZE TO THE FIRST

THREAD.
3. Always use a six point deep socket.
4. Thread spark plug by hand into cylinder to within one or two threads of the gasket.  If this is not

possible, cylinder head threads or spark plug threads need to be cleaned.
5. Torque spark plugs  to 300 to 360 inch pounds using a currently calibrated torque wrench.
6. Handle spark plug leads with clean, dry hands.

CATEGORY 5

SIL 03-2B
Technical Portions FAA
Approved
Supersedes M85-7
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7. Before installing the spark plug lead connector, wipe it clean using a lint-free cloth moistened with
MEK, acetone, wood alcohol or naphtha.

8. Ensure that inside of spark plug barrel is clean and dry.
9. Insert spark plug lead connector into spark plug barrel with fingers in a straight line with the spark

plug.
10. Screw connector nut into place until finger tight.
11. Tighten an additional 1/8 turn with the correct size open end wrench while holding the spark plug lead

ferrule stationary.

WARNING: DO NOT INSTALL OR USE ANY SPARK PLUG THAT HAS BEEN DROPPED OR HAS
ANY MECHANICAL DAMAGE.

Chart 1
SPARK PLUG ROTATION CHARTS

6 CYLINDER ENGINE
SPARK PLUG ROTATION

FROM CYLINDER
NUMBER

TO CYLINDER
NUMBER

1 TOP 6 BOTTOM
1 BOTTOM 6 TOP
2 TOP 5 BOTTOM
2 BOTTOM 5 TOP
3 TOP 4 BOTTOM
3 BOTTOM 4 TOP
4 TOP 3 BOTTOM
4 BOTTOM 3 TOP
5 TOP 2 BOTTOM
5BOTTOM 2 TOP
6 TOP 1 BOTTOM
6 BOTTOM 1 TOP

CHART 2
SPARK PLUG ELECTRODE GAP

SPARK PLUG GAP CHART
GAP CODE ELECTRODE GAP

A .015 - .018
B .016 - .021
C .017 - .020
D .018 - .021
E .019 - .022

NO GAP AVAILABLE

4 CYLINDER ENGINE
SPARK PLUG ROTATION

FROM CYLINDER
NUMBER

TO CYLINDER
NUMBER

1 TOP 4 BOTTOM
1 BOTTOM 4 TOP
2 TOP 3 BOTTOM
2 BOTTOM 3 TOP
3 TOP 2 BOTTOM
3 BOTTOM 2 TOP
4 TOP 1 BOTTOM
4 BOTTOM 3 TOP
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