Press release 7-4-2012    Taylorcrafts once again will gather at Alliance in July:
    The 41st Annual Taylorcraft Fly-In and Reunion will be held July 6th  thru July 8th at noon at the  Barber Airport north of Alliance on Union Ave. This Fly-In has been held at this location since 1972 to bring together the owners of Taylorcraft airplanes and those former employees (Old-Timer’s) of Taylorcraft Aviation, the company that built them.  Russell “Duke” Iden who will celebrate his 95th Birthday this  year heads up this employee group.  

     Forrest Barber, Executive Director of the Taylorcraft Foundation and owner of the Barber Airport along with his wife Patricia and their families all pitch in to get the airport ready for this event.  The Foundation then registers the arrivals and meets with them on Sat. for their Annual meeting where the annual awards are presented.

     This year we will see a Combination Fly-in with the Ohio Aeronca Aviator’s group headed by Brian Matz and his family plus the Funk Aircraft that was built in Akron, Oh and Coffeyville, Ks. will be featured with the Taylorcrafts & Aeroncas over the week-end.

    Below from the web site:   www.barberaircraft.com  
	Barber Airport Events - 2012

	July 5th, 6th, 7th, & 8th 2012: EAA Chapter 82 Grass Roots Fly-In
All aircraft welcome. 

Fly-In Breakfast on Sat & Sun by EAA Chapter #82 at 7AM. FANTASTIC FOOD!

This will be the 79th Year of Taylorcraft in Alliance. Ryan Newell and David Whitaker, along with Doug Taylor, Brian Matz, Forrest Barber and all of their families will be here to meet and greet the arrivals. We will have activities going on here on Thursday, July 5th. For early arrivals. 

. The oldest E-2 "Taylor Cub", Serial #25 will be here. Other designs of C.G. Taylor will be featured including the "Taylor-Bird" Weather permitting!!
We welcome ANY & ALL to arrive early that week and have some fun on Thursday too! Thursday is Pizza night. Friday is Fish Fry night. Saturday night will be Beef, Pork, Chicken and??? 

 Sunday will close up by Noon! 

Many special forums are planned and we will have an Old Factory tour on Sat. if there is enough interest. We will have a Movie Theater set up with a new Media projector running many loops of Aviation stuff. Skydiving by Canton Air Sports. Light Sport & Ultra-Lites too!

Breakfast served Sat & Sun 7AM to 11AM by EAA Chapter #82
BEST FLY-IN BREAKFAST IN THIS REGION!! 


           One of the favorite parts of the event is the Fly-By around Don Pancho’s on West State St on Sat. morning at 8AM prior to the “Early Bird Breakfast” of the Old-Timers. Over 12 airplanes flew over the group last year prior to their meeting where “Duke” and the “Old-Timers” reminisced about the years in Alliance when Taylorcraft flourished with over 2200 employees. This year “Duke” will delay the serving of the Breakfast till the Pilots can come from the airport to join the Old-Timer’s.  “Duke” seems to be the most active surviving member of the group that built these fine aircraft. 

      During the day on Friday aircraft will be arriving, they will be parked with many camping or using the Motels in Alliance. This group has been doing this since 1972 and love to return to Alliance each year.  

      Friday evening will see many of the pilots attending a camp fire and live music at the Airport.  A small parking fee is charged starting at 9AM on Sat morning.  Friday & Sunday are free, however most ships fly out early on Sunday morning.  The Fly-In Breakfast will attract many other type aircraft on Sat & Sun morning. 

     Sat afternoon, weather permitting; there will be a MEMORIAL “Gone West” flight of four over the airport to honor Aviators from the area who have died during the past year. This will include former President of the Taylorcraft Owners Club, Bruce Bixler who lost his courageous battle with Cancer this past Spring.   Thurs & Friday are arrival days.  Saturday is the best day to attend. Many forums and movies from the past will be featured for the attendees to sit and enjoy. 

     Food will be served on Friday & Sat afternoon.  Due to the extreme heat, we will be going to air conditioned restaurants in and around Alliance in the Evenings.   
  . 

      During the day on Sat. many of the pilots will fly their airplanes in the near vicinity of the airport, around the former factory and the Alliance vicinity.

    Forrest Barber will fly an Aerobatic routine for the crowd, plus taking the original prototype Taylorcraft around town. This ship arrived here in Alliance on July 7th, 1936 and is owned by the family of C.G. Taylor.       

     The Breakfast at the airport on Sat & Sun morning at 7AM will be served by the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter #82 with many members of the community stopping by to meet with these aviators that had flown into Alliance from all over the country. The Chapter will have their projects on display for public viewing.

       . 

 See  www.taylorcraft.org    www.barberaircraft.com
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contact Forrest for press rides or photos:   330 495-5447  or taylorcraft@neo.rr.com   for any consideration of a future story       thank you so much!!   Forrest

