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     We at the Foundation have elected to do a newsletter three times per year or more depending upon the reception by the members. This publication will be sent electronically only unless some members wish it mailed to them. 

     Some members will find this feature desirable and can make special arrangements for this mailing.

    This sixth issue will repeat a few things from the first five for new member’s clarification.
      The First Issue, Vol #1, Number 1
 is on the web discussion forum.  It included the following highlights:  

#1.   HISTORY OF THE TAYLORCRAFT OWNER’S CLUB: Founded 1973 and THE TAYLORCRAFT FOUNDATION: founded 1998

#2.   The Gilberti STC now called Harer STC:  for full discussion please refer to it.
Second Issue Vol. #1 number 2 was pretty straight forward on current events at that time and well worth the read. 
_________________________________Third Issue Vol. #1 number 3 addressed

Changes announced at Air Venture concerning the Taylorcraft Owner’s Club. We then moved on to the latest at that time on the Strut AD & Attach fitting concerns.    PLEASE read this entire past newsletter, (Vol. 1 Number 3) now if you have not done so.   We will now go directly to the latest since July, 2008.
  “Remember how it works, join the Foundation and get a number, put it in the message header on all e-mails, I am here Tues, Wed & Thurs afternoons till 4:30PM EST      Used Parts are sold by Barber Aircraft, listed there too!  www.barberaircraft.com 
     I do not normally respond to the private messages on the discussion forum, so e-mail me direct: fbarber@alliancelink.com  
TAYLORCRAFT ASSETS ARE STILL FOR SALE!
Type Design Original Documentation, FAA Type Certificate A-696 This TC Covers Models, BC, BCS, BC-65, BCS-65, BC12-65, BCS12-65, BC12-D, BCS12-D, BC12-D1, BCS12-D1, BC12D-85, BCS12D-85, BC12D-4-85 AND BCS12D-4-85.

FAA Type Certificate 1A9 This TC Covers Models, 19, F19, F21, F21A, F21B, F22, F22A, F22B, AND F22C. Over 7000 Original Engineering Drawings, All Test Reports, Quality Manuals, Procedure Manuals, Thousands of Template, Tools, Jigs and Dies. Complete Machine Shop, New Airframes, Trade Name, Logo’s, and URL: Taylorcraft.com, All Support Equipment to Manufacture Spare Parts and Aircraft. Priced For A Quick Sale $750,000.00, Serious Inquiries Only. Call 561-547-7931      Scot Ruffner was recently contacted to add to this newsletter before publication to keep us up to date on the latest with the Taylorcraft Factory.             Page 1
      It was quite a decision to miss Air Venture this year, too many things piled up around here and I pulled the pin on Friday making the choice of attending or dealing with family matters.
      Robert Lees was called upon to interrupt his plans to lay back and enjoy the show and he did an admiral job of being my representative at the Type Club Tent, the Taylorcraft Forum plus the meeting with the FAA on type Club topics.  
     This is the letter I sent up to air Venture for Robert to display:  

July 27th 2008:   Message for all Foundation members at Air Venture: from Forrest Barber
      Robert:  This message should be posted at the Vintage Type Club Taylorcraft Foundation table and read at the forum.  Thanks Forrest

   “Do too many circumstances here in Alliance, Ohio, family health, no one to run airport this next week, and the fact that a Township trustee passed away. I have applied for his position and need to stick around this next week for procedural matters. 

    At noon on Friday, July 25th, the decision was made to stay home from Air Venture. There have been many ships going west, stopping for fuel and rest.  THEN this afternoon we had the folks heading east from Brodhead, Andrew King just popped in and out.   Many others have gone back and forth. I will miss OSH but will have great visits here.

    WE have recently implemented the Regional Representative group of the Foundation; these include   Bill Berle, Robert Lees, Tom Pittman, Buell Powell, Jon Timlin, Dave Whitaker, & Bob Ollerton as advisor.  These individuals will assist in running the Foundation. 
     The Board of Directors met at the Alliance Fly-In on July 12th and agreed to this new direction.  This was announced at the Fly-In later in the day.  
       Robert Lees is present on the field at OSH, he will handle the Forum and the meeting with the Small Aircraft Directorate, Robert Showers, and Robert has graciously agreed to do this along with Steve Krog of the Taylorcraft Owner’s Club. 
    Joel Gehring and his father Robert attended the Fly-In at Alliance as a representative of the Owner’s Club. 

      They can report on the great time we had and the discussions and Old Factory Tour. 

      We learned from the meeting at Sun-n-Fun that we need to offer more technical tips and methods of restoration and less history.  This is being done now.  Keep the discussion forum going and God Bless All. 
     Sorry Steve Krog, Jerry Lewis, and all the members, I have only missed twice since 1973 See you all next time  

            Forrest Barber TF#1.  
   Here is copy of FAA e-mail:

Mr. Barber, 
I appreciate the opportunity to meet with you next week at Oshkosh, as we discussed.  Just wanted to confirm that we are planning to meet with you at the "Heritage Gallery" (formerly known as the "Mini-Museum") on the following date and time: 
Date:         Wednesday, July 30, 2008 
Time:        9:50 - 10:05 AM 
Let me know if you have any questions.  If you need to contact me, I will be in my Kansas City office (816-329-4174) on     
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Thursday and Friday of this week.  If you need to contact me next week, please use my cell phone (816-210-5647).
Look forward to our discussion. 
David Showers 
Manager, Continued Operational Safety (COS) Branch,Small Airplane Directorate 

      We value your feedback. 
   

   I forwarded my thoughts directly to the FAA, David Showers, for the meeting and provided a copy for Robert Lees:

 David: “I ask you to check my web site  www.barberaircraft.com   and the Taylorcraft one www.taylorcraft.org  ; our membership of over 900 is still growing.  We recently established a system of Regional Representatives and one International member, Robert Lees of the U.K.  Robert rides herd on quite a few Taylorcrafts across the pond.  He will act as my representative, or he may choose to bring others to the meeting to speak for the Taylorcraft Foundation at the meeting at the Mini-Museum  
    As I explained to you David, I feel we need to make all the resources available to the Owners and Mechanics working on these aircraft.  The Type Certificate holders are not doing a good job of providing information. HERE are some insightful comments from one of our Regional Reps:, Bill Berle “ 
    “Yes, Forrest, I got the message, and yes I will gladly volunteer to be a West Coast regional person representing the Club and Foundation.
     When you meet with the FAA small airplane folks, be sure to remind them that our collective knowledge and experience as a type club should carry more weight with the FAA than it has in the past...because they no longer have the budget or manpower to stay on top of 500 different aircraft types. A formal arrangement that allows us to self-police and play a part in maintenance regulations to some reasonable degree benefits the FAA as much or more than it would benefit us. The hang gliding, ultra light, balloon and sailplane groups have shown that the self-policing works and the FAA can safely lean on the shoulders of the specific groups to a big degree for day to day maintenance/operation and safety issues.”   
      Thank you, Bill Berle, West Coast Regional Representative of the Taylorcraft Foundation 

    We are still working with the Directorate and Robert Lees has provided a lot of insight. 

More on that issue soon.

As promised on the discussion forum I did have Scot Ruffner agree to keep me updated on the factory in Brownsville. Antonio Villalobos has been manning the phones and shipping some parts. Scot of course is over in Florida with D-E Aircraft  http://www.de-aircraft.com/
and relayed the following on Nov. 19th, 2008.                   
Forrest,

“Just wanted to give you an update on what is happening with the Taylorcraft Factory still down in Brownsville, TX.  We are still seeking buyers for Taylorcraft and currently have a couple of interested parties but nothing solidified as of today.  Antonio, our Engineer and Quality Control guy, is answering the phones and responding to emails as he can while we have him taking inventory so that we can have an accurate assessment of what is there.  We do not have the ability to manufacture
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any new parts but we are able to sell any existing parts that are previously approved.  Our goal for Taylorcraft and its enthusiast is to overcome another obstacle and come out the other side stronger than it has ever been in the past.”
Sincerely,

J Scot Ruffner

Management Over-Site for Taylorcraft 2000, LLC  

Back here in Alliance, the snow is back, the shop is cold, my den is warm and we have a few family illnesses to deal with on a daily basis. Our great Tribe member David Whitaker had a very bad accident at work which could have been fatal. He is recovering but it will be a long healing process. You all know about his “Butterfly Airlines”  and his wonderful wife Judy , we wish them both a quick recovery.

That is about it from here , so we have it for another edition of the Taylorcrafter.

                          Bye from Forrest  
                                          Laura too!
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