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     We at the Foundation have elected to do a newsletter three times per year or more depending upon the reception by the members. This publication will be sent electronically only unless some members wish it mailed to them. 

     Some members will find this feature desirable and can make special arrangements for this mailing.

    This fourth issue will repeat a few things from the first three for clarity.

      The First Issue, Vol #1, Number 1
 is on the web discussion forum.  It included the following highlights:  

#1.   HISTORY OF THE TAYLORCRAFT OWNER’S CLUB: Founded 1973 and THE TAYLORCRAFT FOUNDATION: founded 1998

#2.   The Gilberti STC now called Harer STC:  for full discussion please refer to it.
Second Issue Vol. #1 number 2 was pretty straight forward on current events at that time and well worth the read. 
_________________________________Third Issue Vol. #1 number 3 addressed

Changes announced at Air Venture concerning the Taylorcraft Owner’s Club. We then moved on to the latest at that time on the Strut AD & Attach fitting concerns.    PLEASE read this entire past newsletter, (Vol. 1 Number 3) now if you have not done so.   We will now go directly to the latest since Dec 2007.   

Current EVENTS:  

           Posted Mar. 29th, 2008

     The strut AD and the Fuselage attach fitting inspection are now and always will be two separate things.      Due to the comments both at the FAA site and direct to the FAA engineer PLUS the threads on our discussion forum we got the changes indicated in the AMOC to AD 2007-16-14 issued on Nov 8, 2007.  Briefly they added radiograph, removed eddy current, extended from 24 months to 48 months and allowed the Univair struts in addition to the Taylorcraft factory struts.   
For clarity, the following is the Summary from the Revision of the AD as posted in the Federal Registry on Feb. 22, 2008 and posted immediately on the Taylorcraft Foundation web discussion forum that day!  

*Underlining is edit by Forrest Barber

SUMMARY:

      We are adopting a new airworthiness directive (AD) to supersede AD 2007-16-14, which applies to all Taylorcraft A B and F series airplanes. AD 2007-16-14 currently requires you to do an initial visual inspection of the left and right wing front and aft lift struts for cracks and corrosion and replace any cracked strut or strut with corrosion that exceeds certain limits. If the strut is replaced with an original design vented strut, AD 2007-16-14 requires you to repetitively inspect those struts thereafter. Since we issued AD 2007-16-14, we determined that the eddy current inspection method does not address the unsafe condition for the long term. 

     We also determined that Models FA-III and TG-6 airplanes are not equipped with the affected struts.  Consequently, this AD retains the actions required in AD 2007-16-14, except it removes the eddy current inspection method (provides 24-month credit if already done using this method), adds the radiograph method as an inspection method, changes the Applicability section, and changes the compliance time between the repetitive inspections. We are issuing this AD to detect and correct cracks and corrosion in the left and right wing front and aft lift struts. This condition, if not corrected,

Could result in failure of the lift strut and lead to in-flight separation of the wing.

DATES: This AD becomes effective on March 28, 2008.  On March 28, 2008, the Director of the Federal Register approved the incorporation by reference

of Taylorcraft Aviation, LLC Service Bulletin No. 2007-001, Revision B, dated October 15, 2007, listed in this AD. As of August 20, 2007 (72 FR 45153, August 13, 2007), the Director of the Federal Register approved the incorporation by reference of Taylorcraft Aviation, LLC Service Bulletin No. 2007-001,  Revision A, dated August 1, 2007, listed in this AD.
   So far a whole lot of struts are passing inspection, we have extended to 48 months and will fight to get this extended in the future as we show data that the F-19, 21, 22 struts have NO problem.  Only the abused struts have been failing. 

      There are sources listed on the discussion forum for obtaining the New Approved sealed struts. 
    The Strut attach fitting A-A11 NPRM came out and the commenting period is now over. I will follow up with another newsletter ASAP when the final comes out.  
    Basically that will call for a one time visual inspection to check for corrosion in that area.  A small 90 degree bore scope or fiber-optic scope that will slide into the 5/16 bolt hole will do the job nicely.   We are working on a web camera too!  

    Yes we have found some problems in that area, but AGAIN they are abused aircraft, left out in the elements, no inspections recently no knowledge of the drain hole, no corrosion protection provided. 

   I will address this at the end of April with a newsletter report and at the Taylorcraft Forum at Sun-N-Fun.
We will be at Air Venture this year, dates not confirmed.  Fly-In at Alliance is back on after the decision to have the last one in 2007.   Many members agreed to help out and keep it going. 

POSTED on the Foundation web site www.taylorcraft.org 

Sun-n-Fun; Lakeland Florida USA: April  April 8-13, 2008, 2008 
The Forum for The Taylorcraft Foundation Type Club will be Friday 4-11-08 at 1PM. 
Other days we gather informally at the Antique-Classic building at 1pm.
Check the discussion group for latest details and possible other activities. vb.taylorcraft.org 
ALSO POSTED:
Taylorcraft, Aeronca and Funk: July 11th, 12th & 13th. 
Barber Airport (2D1) Alliance, Ohio 
Taylorcraft & friends Fly-In & Reunion of Factory Old-Timer's.    Public Invited


Aeronca , Funk & other tail draggers are all welcome to attend. 
See the airplanes built in Alliance, OH & Middletown, OH & the people that built them. About the same as last year with the addition of the Movie Theater. Old factory tour on Sat . Early arrivals welcome. Volunteers welcome anytime that week. Volunteers needed in all areas. 

 Breakfast served Sat & Sun 7AM to 11AM by EAA #82 
    Contact Forrest at 330.823.1168  fbarber@alliancelink.com 

   Brian Matz (Aeronca) at 216.337.5643 bwmatz11ac@yahoo.com 

For information regarding motel accommodations in the Alliance area, go to http://www.oaafly-in.com/, and click on the "Overnight" tab at the top of the page. See www.barberaircraft.com for airport diagrams.
So far we are doing this newsletter without advertising, I will include members wanting to buy or sell in the next one. I do want to thank Bob Ollerton for his wonderful suggestions and the mass e-mailing that prompted many members to sign up or re new. I had been lax in the past on follow-up. 
   WE now have a great member list and will improve services to our members. 
     The pay-pal thing is working well HOWEVER; you must send in an application for new members and somehow let us know you are a previous member if you only send money. 
   We are solvent!  
    A reminder from the last newsletter:  

  “Remember how it works, join the Foundation and get a number, put it in the message header on all e-mails, I am here Tues, Wed & Thurs afternoons  till 4:30PM EST , then I turn into a normal person and go fly or get wings & beer if it is rainy. 
   Used Parts are sold by Barber Aircraft, listed there too!  www.barberaircraft.com 
     I do not normally respond to the private messages on the discussion forum, so e-mail me direct: fbarber@alliancelink.com  
YES, I am in contact with Mrs. Harer and the NY ACO to acquire the old Gilberti now Harer STC, weather has been a real factor. Bob is in a Nursing home unit and holding his own. 

   I would think we can transfer right after SNF .  I have a four person list of members needing the STC. 
The following is a   reprint of the announcement from Taylorcraft 2000, LLC:  This was published on several sites.   
Taylorcraft 2000, LLC

Taylorcraft 2000, LLC

2618 Park St, Lake Worth, Florida 33460

Phone (561) 547-7931

Fax (561-547-7932

	NOTICE TO TAYLORCRAFT OWNERS

from Harvey Patrick, Managing Member

TAYLORCRAFT 2000, LLC

     I have had D&E Aircraft management on-site at the Brownsville operation for

several weeks while we entertained offers to purchase or refinance Taylorcraft Aviation, LLC and regretfully we did not succeed and were forced to repossess all assets of Taylorcraft Aviation, LLC on February 21, 2008.

 

     My team worked with the FAA MIDO and Engineering offices to finalize approval of the new lift strut design and processes; these were verbally approved on February 29, 2008.  We expect written approval this week.

 

     D&E purchased materials and hired Taylorcraft's employees and a DAR to build 13 lift-strut sets which will be available for purchase from D&E Aircraft upon receipt of written approval from the FAA.
 

     I regret that we cannot fulfill orders accepted by Taylorcraft Aviation, LLC prior to my repossession of the assets.

 

     D&E Aircraft will relocate the Taylorcraft 2000, LLC assets to their facility in Lake Worth, Florida and will operate a PMA facility to supply parts to support the fleet until we can find a purchaser or gather the necessary management team to operate Taylorcraft 2000, LLC.

      Sincerely,                                                Harvey O. Patrick

                                                  Managing Member

                                                       Taylorcraft 2000, LLC


TAYLORCRAFT ASSETS FOR SALE

Type Design Original Documentation, FAA Type Certificate A-696 This TC Covers Models, BC, BCS, BC-65, BCS-65, BC12-65, BCS12-65, BC12-D, BCS12-D, BC12-D1, BCS12-D1, BC12D-85, BCS12D-85, BC12D-4-85 AND BCS12D-4-85.

FAA Type Certificate 1A9 This TC Covers Models, 19, F19, F21, F21A, F21B, F22, F22A, F22B, AND F22C. Over 7000 Original Engineering Drawings, All Test Reports, Quality Manuals, Procedure Manuals, Thousands of Template, Tools, Jigs and Dies. Complete Machine Shop, New Airframes, Trade Name, Logo’s, and URL: Taylorcraft.com, All Support Equipment to Manufacture Spare Parts and Aircraft. Priced For A Quick Sale $750,000.00, Serious Inquiries Only. Call 561-547-7931

    We have been in contact with Sharon & Steve Krog, their next newsletter, The Taylorcraft News, will be out very soon. We will be together at Sun-N-Fun.  They will be a great part of the forum at Sun-N-Fun., on Friday, at 1 PM in the Forums area.

     They will be in the Type Club tent all week and I will be there as posted daily.
     For now I will sign off,

                          Bye from Forrest  
                                          Laura too!

